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antipathy between Brahman and Paraiyan is examined it points in the same direction. It is well known that a Brahman considers himself polluted by the touch, presence, or shadow of a Paraiyan, and will not allow him to enter his house, or even the street in which he lives, if it is an agrahara. But it is not so well known that the Paraiyans will not allow a Brahman to enter the cheri. Should a Brahman venture into the Paraiyan's quarter, water with which cow-dung has been mixed is thrown on his head, and he is driven out. It is stated* by Captain * J. S. F. Mackenzie that " Brahmans in Mysore consider that great luck will await them if they can manage to pass through the Holeya quarter of a village unmolested, and that, should a Brahman attempt to enter their quarters, they turn out in a body and slipper him, in former times it is said to death." Some Brahmans consider a forsaken paracheri an auspicious site for an agrahara. A very peculiar case is that of the gramam founded for, and occupied by the clerks of the earliest Collectors (district magistrates) of the jagir of Karunguli from 1795 to 1825 A.D. These clerks were Brahmans, and it was called the agraharam. It was deserted.when the head-quarters of the Collector were removed to Conjeeveram. It is now occupied by Paraiyans, but is still called the agraharam.
The facts, taken together, seem to show that the Paraiyan priests (Valluvans), and therefore the Paraiyans as a race, are very ancient, that ten centuries ago they                      ;
were  a respectable   community,   and that  many  were                      ^
weavers.    The privileges they   enjoy are relics   of an                      i
exceedingly long association with the land.    The institution of the paracheri points to original independence,                      f
i
* Ind. Ant. II, 1873.